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Tazaungdaing Festival

Tazaungdaing Festival, (also known as the Festival of Lights), held on
the full moon day of Tazaungmon, the eighth month of Myanmar
calendar, is celebrated nationwide as a National Holiday in Myanmar.
The festival is one of the famous traditional festivals all over Myanmar.
Although it is basically a religious festival, everyone irrespective of race
or religion enjoys this multi-cultural special occasion.

Robe weaving is one of the traditional activities during this time. Before
full moon day, special vyellowrobe (matho thingan) weaving
competitions are held throughout the country. The robe must be
finished before midnight and the winning robes are offered to the
Buddha Image.

As part of celebrations, people offer alms, lighting of candles and joss
sticks, flowers and fruits as homage to the pagodas. Pagodas and
temples are filled with Buddhists coming to worship Buddha.
Throughout the day, streets are also packed with alms-offering to
monks and Satuditha meal serving for people as part of merit-makings.

There is also "Kathina Festival", called "Kahtein-Khin”, which is being
celebrated by bringing tree-shaped moveable stands, where varieties of
offerings and gifts are hung, to the monasteries, accompanied with
Myanmar traditional orchestra bands playing music with dance along
the journey during the festival.

In some parts of Myanmar, hot air balloons lit with candles, are released
to celebrate the full moon day. Taunggyi, a city in Shan State celebrates
the most prominent hot-air balloon festival. Taunggyi’s hot-air balloon
competition is very famous not only among locals but also with
foreigners.












