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The speech delivered by Patron of the Union Solidarity and
Development Association Chairman of the State Peace and
Development Council Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services

Senior General Than Shwe on the occasion of the fifth day session
of the USDA Annual General Meeting (2009) on 27-Nov-2009,
NAY PYI TAW,.

I would like to extend my warmest greetings to all members of the Union Solidarity
and Development Association including you attending the Annual General Meeting.

Our association has been implementing the process for building a new nation, as
aspired by the public hand in hand with the people for 16 years. Now, our association
has become mature with a lot of experiences of organizing measures and cooperation
in shouldering responsibilities for State stability and development. Our association
was formed with those who joined it of their own accord to contribute towards the
lofty aim of restoring stability and peace, perpetuation of the Union, and generating
better living conditions for the people. Our association does not represent any
particular individual, organization or social class only, and therefore, the association
1s free from personality cult, attachment to own organization, and sectarianism that
can make a negative impact on its unity. The association stays in touch with the
people and is capable of serving their interest, and it has expanded and consolidated
with the public support, as a result. The process of building a new nation is now in
progress according to the past events, present objective conditions and future
prospects. It is the public concern, so the entire people have to take part in the
national duty with correct conviction and a sense of patriotism.

Relaying the national duty from one generation to the next calls for
improvement of the infrastructures that guarantee perpetuation and sustainable
development of the nation. The successors on their part are to keep in touch with the
noble aim to achieve greater improvement, taking advantage of the already improved

infrastructures.

Stability and peace are the focal point of the drive for creating a better future of the
nation. Almost all the regions in the nation including border areas, home to national
races, have begun to enjoy the taste of stability and peace due to the unity of the
government, the people and the Tatmadaw, the top priority given to national unity for
national development, and the people’s aspiration to stability and peace. In response
to and recognition of the common desire, members have to make sustained efforts in
the long-term interest of the Union.

With State stability and peace, the 24 Special Regions Development Project, the
Border Areas Development Project, and the Five Rural Development Project were



adopted for equitable development of all parts of the Union. Members are doing their
bit in the projects in all regions.

It is to make sure that every citizen has their basic needs of food, clothing and shelter
fulfilled. In that regard, we place emphasis on boosting agricultural production for
public food security.

The nation’s total sown acreage jumped from 19.9 million in 1988 to 29.32 million in
2008-2009. So far, the Tatmadaw government has constructed 228 dams, 322 river
water pumping stations and 7962 underground water tapping stations in addition to
building and rebuilding small dams and lakes for supply of adequate irrigation water.
That programme benefits over 3.6 million acres of farmlands. From 1988 to 2008-
2009, the percentage of agricultural farmland utilization increased from 120 per cent
to 171.1 per cent, and total sown acreage, from 23.8 million to 56.9 million.

Rice is the staple food of our people. We have managed to ensure food security for
the growing population. The paddy output surged to 1561 million baskets in 2008-
2009 from 631 million in 1988.

Not only is the nation enjoying food security, but helping address the food
problems of many other countries. Our country is trying to meet the targeted

paddy output of 2000 million baskets by doing research on hybrid paddy strains,
using high-yield paddy strains, supplying necessary inputs, and improving

irrigation systems. The sown acreage of beans and pulses stood at only 1.8 million in
1988, but in 2008-2009, that rose to 10.57 million, and the total output of beans and
pulses reached 5.33 million metric tons.

Myanmar is the largest pea producing country in ASEAN, and is working together
with member countries for boosting production of beans and pulses in the region. The
total sown acreage of edible oil crops is now 9.28 million, up from only five million
in 1988. With the introduction of Ngwechi (6) cotton strain, the per acre cotton yield
has gone up from 400-500 to 1600 viss. That has heralded the nation’s prospects for
sufficient supply of clothing.

Up to now, the government has established 826,000 acres of teak and other species of
hardwood trees that are used for public housing. Moreover, it has given green light to
set up 270,000 acres of private-owned teak and hardwood trees. Teak, hardwood trees
and other plantations have been set up in villages, totaling over 28,000 acres for rural
housing. Urban population has increased considerably, so the government is now
implementing urbanization projects for those who have not had housing and illegal
tenants. The government pays serious attention to improving the living standard of
the people.

Industrialization is part of the drive for national development. While trying to boost
agricultural production, the government is establishing industrial zones, numbering
18 to scale up the improvement of the private-owned industries in the industrial
sector. In 1988, the number of State-owned factories was 624, and that of private-
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owned factories was 35,000, but now the numbers have touched 768 and over
118,000 respectively.

Secure and smooth transport can bring about improvement of social-economic life
and friendship of the people. Now, the whole nation has seen a network of inter-
village roads, roads linking rural and urban areas, and inter-district roads, roads
linking one state and division and another, and highways. Furthermore, the
government has upgraded old roads. The total length of the roads has hit over
41,700 miles, up from only over 21,000 miles in 1988. More than that, it has built
rural roads stretching over 39,400 miles for rural development.

In the time of the Tatmadaw government, old railroads are upgraded and new ones
are built. The total length of railroads has increased from 2793.86 miles in 1988 to
4338.9 miles. Pathein-Hinthada completion Kyangin Railroad is being extended to
Pakokku. A plan has been adopted to build Pathein-Einme-Nyaungdon-Hlaingthaya
Railroad along with a new bridge over the Ayeyawady River. There has been a plan
to build Pyay-Toungoo Railroad through Bago Yoma mountain range, Malun-
Pahtanago-Thityagauk Railroad to link Pathein-Pakokku Railroad and Nay Pyi Taw,
Sittway-An-Minbu Railroad, Katha-Bhamo Railroad, Mongnai-Kengtung Railroad,
Phayangazu- Pyawbwe-Natmauk-Magway Railroad, and Dawei-Myeik Railroad,
stretching more than 1,200 miles.

In 1988, the nation got only five bridges crossing the rivers Ayeyawady, Chindwin,
Thanlwin and Sittoung. From that time onwards, 18 more bridges have been
constructed spanning those rivers. Plans are under way to build four more bridges
in Sinkhan (Bhamo), Pakokku, Malun and Nyaungdon for further regional
development. Now, the nation has witnessed 232 over-180-foot bridges and 55
railroad bridges.

Moreover, new airports were constructed and some airports were upgraded. The
number of airports with over 5000 feet long runways increased up to 37 from 21
airports in the past. Now, Nay Pyi Taw Airport is under construction to meet the
international standard.

Before 1988, there were 13 wharves where ocean liners could dock, and now, there
are 28 more wharves where containers can be tackled and three more inland container
yards. Construction tasks commenced to build deep sea ports in Kyaukphyu and
Dawei. In the communications sector, a total of 936,820 auto telephones have been
installed, and over 1,010,000 mobile phones are in use. As a result, the telephone
users have easy access to offshore seas and rural areas. Moreover, services related to
fax, e-mail and Internet have improved.

Arrangements are being made to enable the people to increase consumption of
electric power. In the past, only 228 megawatts could be generated through
hydropower plants. The completed hydropower plants have added rose the generating
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of 1197 megawatts. At present, a total of 2255.6 megawatts are being generated from
the power plants across the nation. On completion of 47 hydropower projects, a total
of 37467.5 megawatts can be added to the power grids. In addition, plans are under
way to implement five projects that can generate over 1,000 megawatts. In the future,
the hydropower projects will produce 38,467.5 megawatts. At the same time, power
grids are under construction.

Efforts are being made to increase production of oil and natural gas on offshore
and inland regions. Work is under way to exploit valuable underground
resources.

The human resources development is a basic need in building a nation. With the
opening more basic education schools, the number of basic education schools reached
40,679. There are 6601 Basic Education Post-Primary Schools where the students can
pursue education up to 8th standard, 1723 Affiliated Basic Education Middle Schools
and Basic Education Middle School Branches and 1092 Affiliated Basic Education
High Schools and Basic Education High School Branches. Indeed, the arrangements
were made to enable the students to enjoy the opportunity for learning education in
their respective native places. In the 2009- 2010 academic year, the country has
98.25% school enrolment rate of the children of five years old and 94.89% adult
literacy rate.

Arrangements were made to enable the students to pursue higher education in the
respective regions. In so doing, the number of universities and colleges rose up to 159
from 32 universities and colleges in the past.

With regard to the health sector, 253 new hospitals were constructed and 264
facilities were upgraded. Now, there are 814 hospitals in the nation. Moreover,

a total of 16 medical universities were opened. Emphasis is being placed on health
and longevity of the people.

Youths,

Today, we have maintained peace and stability and development through realizing
the target with the correct policy, realistic programme and genuine goodwill without
losing sight of the goal. These good results came through the unity, the endeavours
on own strength for serving the interest of all the national people, the courage with
the spirit of sacrifice to overcome the obstacles through correct methods based on
genuine patriotic spirit of the government, the people and the Tatmadaw. It is
necessary to maintain these fine traditions which are requirements for the emergence
of a new nation the people long for.

Emergence of a peaceful, modern and developed nation is the ultimate aim of the
entire people. Non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of national
solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty are the policies necessary to be
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practised without fail. In addition, the political, economic and social objectives that
are being realized are in conformity with the nation’s prevailing conditions. The
constitution included in the political objectives has been approved through the
national referendum and it is necessary to make sure that it is an enduring
constitution. The other remaining political objectives are to continue to be

realized.

Free and fair elections will be held in 2010 in accord with the publicly-approved
constitution. Parties formed based on their different beliefs will get involved
in political activities.

Looking back to Myanmar’s history in the post independence period, instead of
endeavouring for national development the nation was divided due to various isms,
narrow racism, egoism, sectarianism and personality cult, resulting in armed
insurgencies and loss of lives and public property.

In 1988 the nation had to experience anarchism and tragedies because of the riots
created by some people and party organizations wanting to seize power through
short-cut on the pretext of democracy and human rights and due to the instigation of
some organizations from outside.

These incidents really happened in the history of our country. Each and every party
has its belief and ideology. But they need to uphold non-disintegration of the Union,
non-disintegration of national solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty as they are
the historical requirements of the State. For the improvement of socio-economy of the
people, we should not go backward and we are to try to make progress step by step
by maintaining the already-achieved fruitful results.

Our USDA i1s a well-experienced association that is cooperating with the people in
the tasks for the wellbeing of the nation such as for peace and stability and
development of the State and for rescue and rehabilitation measures whenever a
natural disaster occurs. So we need to try to improve our skills and abilities in order
to successfully carry out such noble tasks.

Organizational skills are the important requirement of an association so we have to
keep those skills improving forever. We must understand that being able to lead and
organize the people to participate in nation’s welfare tasks with the same belief and
conviction means we are sharpening our organizational skills.

In this regard, we should be well aware of the fact that those organizational tasks will
be enduring and lively only when they are implemented both practically and
theoretically. Such an organizational task that is implemented only theoretically
without any effort to serve the public interest cannot achieve success.
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Likewise, an organizational task without a theoretical basis cannot achieve long-term
success. We must also know that a narrow-minded organizational attitude that is
based on a person or a group is groundless and outdated.

Therefore, you are to strive for development of your respective regions in accord with
the future work programmes adopted by the association’s annual general meeting, to
safeguard non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of national solidarity
and perpetuation of sovereignty with true patriotic spirit, to cooperate with the people
in successful implementation of the seven-step Road Map and to thwart any attempt
to harm the interests of the State and the people with courage and strength. —MNA

Source: The New Lights of Myanmar 28-Nov-2009
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